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eport  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 

Year  1936. 


7"o  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Newent  Rural  District  Council. 


LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  your 
District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1936. 


1.  General  Statistics. 

Area  (acres) 

Population  (Census  1931)  ... 

Estimated  Resident  Population  (1936)  (Registrar-General) 
Number  of  inhabited  Houses 

Number  of  Families  or  separate  Occupiers  (estimated) 
Assessable  Value  ... 

Sum  produced  by  a  Penny  Rate 


40,845 
7,422 
7,257 
2,113 
2,143 
£25,331 
£100  Os. 


4d. 


2.  Extracts  from  vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

T  •  ^  \  Legitimate 

Live  Births  {  I]le0gitimate 

Still  Births 
Deaths 


Total. 

112 

1 

4 

109 


M. 

59 

1 

1 

58 


F. 

53  i 
-I 
3 

51 


Birth  Rate  15.2 


Death  Rate  14.6 

at  r.  W  -]  •  •  ,  n,  .ur  ,,  (  From  Sepsis,  Nil. 

JNo.  of  Women  dying  m,  or  m  consequence  of,  Childbirth  J  other  causes  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  births 

Legitimate  5.  Illegitimate  Nil.- 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil. 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  Nil. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year. 


Total  5. 
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3.  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1936. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

16 

14 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

2 

— 

Enteric,  including  Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

4 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— . 

— 

— 

Small  Pox 

Nil. 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis :  — 

a  Pulmonary  (  M. 

2 

1  F. 

2 

Total 

4 

2 

— 

- - 

b  Non-Pulmonary  (  M. 

i  F. 

1 

Total 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

•  •  • 

2 


4.  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

a  GENERAL.  The  District  is  very  well  supplied  with  Nurses. 

b  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  No  Nursing  supplied  in  these  cases;  where  the  Home 
Nursing  is  not  satisfactory,  the  Cases  are  sent  to  Over  Hospital. 

MID  WIVES.  Fully  employed ;  subsidised  partially  by  Grant  from  County 

Organization  and  District  Council.  The  largest  amount  is  collected  by 
voluntary  aid. 

Eight  Midwives  practice  in  the  District. 


CLINICAL  and  Treatment  Centres.  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  (fortnightly)  at  Newent. 

HOSPITALS  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by  the  County 
Council — Nil. 

The  present  arrangement  is  that  Infectious  Cases  are  taken  to  Over  Hospital. 

Children  are  taken  at  the  Infirmary  and  Children’s  Hospital,  Gloucester. 

Maternity  Cases,  when  necessary,  are  sent  to  the  District  Nursing  Home, 
Gloucester. 

Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants  and 
homeless  children  at  Tewkesbury  Infirmary. 


AMBULANCE 

FACILITIES 


a  Infectious  Cases  by  Motor  Ambulance  from  Gloucester  City 
Fever  Hospital. 

b  Non-infectious  Cases  by  Motor  Ambulance  from  Gloucester 
City  Corporation. 


5.  Sanitary  Arrangements. 

(1)  Water  Supply. 

a  Number  of  new  Connections  with  Public  Supply 
b  Number  of  Wells  sunk  or  improved  Sources  of  Supply  provided 
c  Number  of  Wells  closed 
d  Number  of  Samples  taken  for  examination 
e  Number  of  polluted  Wells  cleaned  out 

(2)  Sewerage  and  Drainage . 

a  Number  of  Houses  recently  connected  with  Sewers  ... 
b  Number  of  W.C’s.  newly  supplied  with  Cisterns 
c  New  Earth  Closets,  Pail  Closets,  or  improved  Privies  constructed 
d  Privies  converted  to  Pail  Closets 
e  Notices  served  to  empty  Privy  Vaults 
f  Defective  and  choked  Drains 
g  Drain  Tests 

h  New  Ladies’  and  Gents.’  Convenience  erected  in  Newent  ... 


15 

6 

1 

12 

6 


23 

26 

28 

4 

4 

4 

1,975  ft. 

1 


(3)  Refuse  Disposal. 

House  Refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly  in  the  Town  of  Newent  and  deposited  on 
low  land  outside  the  Town. 
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Sanitary  Arrangements — continued. 

(4)  Numbers  inspected  of  the  following: 


Number  on 

Number 

Total  No.  of 

Register. 

Inspected. 

Inspections. 

a 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

1 

1 

3 

b 

Slaughter  Houses 

7 

7 

230 

c 

Bakehouses  ... 

12 

12 

26 

d 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops  ... 

316 

232 

280 

e 

Canal  Boats 

— 

— 

— 

f 

Workshops 

25 

25 

36 

0 

Residences  of  Out-workers 

— 

— 

_ _ 

(5)  General. 

a  Number  of  Complaints  received  (written)  ...  ...  ...  28 

b  Number  of  Nuisances  reported  to  Council  ...  ...  ...  3 

c  Number  of  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

d  Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served,  P.H.  Act  ...  ...  15 

e  Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served,  P.H.  Act  ...  ...  ...  1 

/  Number  of  Summonses  taken  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

g  Number  of  Convictions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

h  Infectious  Diseases — Number  of  Disinfections  ...  ...  ...  18 

Method  of  Disinfection  ...  ...  Fumigation, 

i  Unsound  Food  surrendered  and  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  325  lbs. 

Milk  and  Dairies . 

SAMPLES  OF  MILK  TAKEN  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

New  Dairies  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dairies  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  Graded  Milk  Producers  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  17 

(6)  Public  Health  Staff. 


1.  Medical  Officer  of  Health— W.  M.  LUCAS  JOHNSTONE,  M.B. 

2.  Sanitary  Inspector— W.  F.  C.  MERRETT,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Assistant — D.  S.  HARRIS. 

( 7  )  H  ousing. 

Total. 


Number  of  new  Dwelling  Houses  erected  ...  ...  ...  50 

As  part  of  Municipal  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

With  State  Assistance  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  Nil. 

(1) '  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses — 

1 —  -Inspection :  Total  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for 

Housing  Defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  60 

2 —  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

3 —  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  30 

4 —  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  previous  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  23 

(2)  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notice — 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  Sanitary  Inspector  ...  ...  19 


(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers — 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

1 —  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  4 

2 —  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit : 

a  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

b  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  3 
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Housing — continued. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : 

1 —  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Informal 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  5 

2 —  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied : 

a  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

b  By  Local  Authority  in  Default  ...  ...  Nil. 

C.  Proceedings  under  section  19  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

1 —  Number  of  Representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  34 

2 —  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  28 

3 —  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  Dwelling  Houses  being 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

4 —  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

D.  Proceedings  under  the  Housing  Act,  1935  (Overcrowding) : 

Number  inspected  under  Preliminary  Survey  ...  ...  1,800 

Number  of  Dwellings  found  to  be  overcrowded  ...  ...  34 

Number  of  Families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  35 

Number  of  Persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  165 

Number  of  Cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Persons  concerned  ...  ...  ...  9 

Housing  ( Rural  Workers)  Act. 

Number  of  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Grants  were  made  ...  3 

Number  of  Houses  to  which  work  has  been  completed  ...  1 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  M.  LUCAS  JOHNSTONE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Arthur  Clark  &  Son,  Printers,  Newent. 


